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Person Specification - Legal Trustee 

Essential  

• Qualified barrister or solicitor.  

• At least 15 years’ post-qualification legal experience. 

• Understanding of Court of Protection issues and challenges.  

• Experience of working with older people, disabled people or people with a cognitive 
impairment. 

• Warmth, empathy and a non-judgmental approach.  

• Well-developed interpersonal skills and an ability to develop positive relationships 
with individuals from a wide range of backgrounds.  

• Willingness to learn new skills.  

• Commitment to the aims of the Thalidomide Trust and an understanding and 
acceptance of the legal duties, responsibilities and liabilities of a charity trustee.  

• Commitment to safeguard the reputation and values of the Trust and ensure 
resources are used wisely and in the best interests of all beneficiaries.  

• Ability to make sound independent judgments and decisions in the best interests of 
all beneficiaries.  

• Willingness and ability to devote the necessary time and effort to the Trust – 
specifically be available to attend three full day Board meetings and up to two half-
day Claims Committee meetings each year and undertake associated preparation.  

• IT literacy – and experience of using Microsoft outlook, word and excel. 

Desirable  

• Judicial experience  

• Knowledge of and experience in conducting personal injury or medical negligence or 
group litigation 

• Broad understanding of charity law and charity governance.  

• Experience of Chairing meetings and formal Committees.  

  

 


