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	Job Title: 
	Prospect Researcher
	Function: 
	Marketing, Communications & Fundraising

	Reports To Manager: 
	Senior Philanthropy Manager
	Job Family: 
	Support & Professional 

	Date: 
	March 2025
	Band: 
	6

	Purpose: To lead the development of a high-impact prospect research facility, ensuring a robust pipeline of high-value donors, trusts, and corporate partners. Provide critical insight, analysis, and intelligence to drive income generation, strengthen donor relationships, to inform fundraising strategy and support our purpose of keeping people and pets together when times are tough.

	Responsibilities
	Performance Measures
	 Organisational Skills & Values 

	· Develop and implement a prospect research strategy aligned with PDSA’s fundraising priorities.
· Lead pipeline development, ensuring a strong pipeline of high-value donors, trusts, and corporate prospects.
· Provide strategic insight to senior leadership and fundraisers, on prospect identification and donor engagement.
· Oversee ethical fundraising and due diligence, ensuring compliance with GDPR and sector regulations.
· Conduct in-depth research on major donors, assessing capacity, affinity, and propensity using financial and philanthropic intelligence.
· Develop segmentation models, scoring methodologies, and wealth screening to prioritise prospects.
· Use data-driven insights to inform fundraising plans and identify new funding opportunities, trends, and networks.
· Collaborate with major donor, corporate, and trusts teams to enhance cultivation strategies.
· Produce high-quality research briefings, donor profiles, and network maps to support engagement.
· Provide strategic guidance on prospect stewardship, ensuring data-driven, personalised approaches.
· Work with internal teams to develop prospect research tools, databases, and flag requirements for CRM systems, to facilitate accurate data management.
· Build strong relationships across PDSA and with peer organisations, research networks, and industry bodies.
· Represent PDSA at sector events, conferences, and working groups to share insights and best practices.
· Compliance with all PDSA policies and procedures.
	· Prospect pipeline growth & contribution
· Research quality & strategic Insight
· Stakeholder & team engagement
· Ethical & compliance Standards
· Reporting & performance analysis
· Operate in line with departmental SLAs
	· Head and Heart
· Better together
· Passion with purpose
· Planning and organising
· Acting commercially
· Leading Effectively
  

	
	Dimensions 
	Role-specific knowledge & skills

	
	· Direct Reports: 0
· Indirect Reports: 0
· Budget: co-owner of Philanthropy Dept income budget. Budget holder for research function expenditure
· Internal Contacts: DG office, CRM and Data teams, fundraising teams  
· External Contacts: Network events

	Essential – proven experience of 
· Strategic prospect research pipeline development & donor Insight
· Data analysis & interpretation
· Wealth screening implementation
· High level donor fundraising 
· Due diligence & compliance
· Successfully using CRM & research tools
· Report writing & briefing docs
Desirable
· Knowledge of AI & digital research tools
· Network mapping & relationship analysis
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