Volunteer Chairperson Milton Keynes Junior Ice Hockey Club (MKJIHC)

Milton Keynes Junior Ice Hockey Club is a registered charity delivering training and competitive ice hockey to young people aged 5 to 19. We are affiliated with English Ice Hockey and have teams competing in both the Junior league and Women’ National Ice Hockey league.
We are seeking a Chairperson who is enthusiastic about youth sports and development to lead our committee to continue to grow and develop the club whilst remaining inclusive and accessible to all.
We are particularly interested in hearing from individuals who have strong leadership skills and can encourage collaborative working who are independent of Milton Keynes Ice Hockey. Previous board or governance experience would be beneficial but not essential.
This is a voluntary role, expected to require 8-10 hours a month of your time, though there can be occasions where additional input is necessary. There is a requirement to attend the monthly face to face committee meeting but there will be flexibility regarding other involvement. 

Role Overview 
The Chairperson is responsible for leading MK Storm Junior Ice Hockey Club and ensuring it operates
effectively as a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO). As both Chairperson and Trustee, the role
provides strategic leadership, supports strong governance, and ensures the charity delivers its objectives of
developing young people through ice hockey.
The Chair works closely with the Board of Trustees, committee, coaching staff, volunteers, and parents to
ensure the club is well-managed, financially sustainable, and aligned with its charitable purpose.

Key Responsibilities
Leadership & Governance
● Chair committee meetings and ensure effective decision making.
● Provide strategic leadership to support the long term development of the club.
● Ensure the charity operates in line with its governing document and charitable objectives.
● Support trustees and committee members in fulfilling their responsibilities.

Charity Trustee Duties
● Fulfil the legal duties of a trustee in accordance with the Charity Commission for England and
Wales.
● Ensure the charity complies with relevant laws, regulations, and safeguarding requirements.
● Act in the best interests of the charity and its beneficiaries (young players).
● Ensure appropriate financial oversight and responsible use of charitable funds.

Strategic Development
● Lead the development and implementation of the club’s strategic vision.
● Support growth in participation, player development pathways, and community engagement.
● Identify opportunities for partnerships, funding, and sponsorship.

Club Oversight
● Provide oversight of key operational areas including:
○ Coaching programmes
○ Safeguarding and welfare
○ Finance and budgeting
○ Volunteer management
○ Events and competitions
● Work closely with the club’s designated safeguard lead to ensure a safe environment for all young
players.

Representation
● Act as the primary ambassador for the club.
● Represent the organisation with governing bodies and partners such as Ice Hockey UK and
England Ice Hockey.
● Build positive relationships with the local community and sporting organisations.

Committee & Volunteer Support
● Encourage a collaborative and inclusive committee culture.
● Support recruitment and development of volunteers and committee members.
● Ensure clear delegation and accountability across the club structure.

Key Skills & Experience
● Leadership or governance experience (charity, sport, or community organisations).
● Understanding of trustee responsibilities within a UK charity.
● Strong communication and management skills.
● Ability to lead volunteers and build collaborative teams.
● Strategic thinking and decision making ability.

Desirable Experience
● Experience in youth sport or community sports clubs.
● Knowledge of safeguarding requirements in youth sport.
● Experience working with national governing bodies or sports associations.
● Understanding of financial oversight in a charity setting.

Time Commitment 
● Committee meetings (once a month).
● Attendance at key club events and occasional matches.
● Ongoing communication with trustees and club volunteers.

What You’ll Gain
● Opportunity to shape the future of youth ice hockey in the community.
● Experience leading a registered charity.
● Development of governance and leadership skills in sport.
● The chance to positively impact young athletes’ development.

Please contact Neil Conroy, Treasurer and Interim Chair on mkstormtreasurer@gmail.com for further information or to express your interest. 
Thank you for considering supporting MKJIHC
